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RECENT THEOLOGICAL LITERATURE S79 

De Brief van Barnabas. Door A. Van Veldhuizen. Gro- 
ningen : Wolters, igoi. Pp. 156. 

The problems relating to the so-called Epistle of Barnabas are so 
important, and yet so far from solution, that any serious and compe- 
tent effort to solve or even to restate them commands interest. Van 
Veldhuizen offers in this little volume a full review of the criticism of 
Barnabas up to date, with his own conclusions as to the chief points in 
question. The scope of the work is wide, including the manuscripts, 
a somewhat critical comparison of the editions, an analysis of the con- 
tents of the epistle, a review of the various attempts to resolve it into 
documentary sources, a study of its ideas and the environment in 
which it was composed, as well as matters of authorship, date, and 
place of composition. Van Veldhuizen ascribes the epistle to some 
itinerant Christian teacher, writing under Alexandrian influence, if not 
in Alexandria itself. With Wieseler, Riggenbach, and Luthardt, he 
holds to a date in the time of Domitian, 90-96 A. D., against Light- 
foot, Weizsacker, and others, who place it in the reign of Vespasian ; 
Hilgenfeld, Funk, and Bardenhewer, who date it in the time of Nerva ; 
and Harnack, Volkmar, and Loman, who find its origin under Hadrian. 
On the important question of the relation of Barnabas to the Didache, 
the writer holds that both used a common source, " The Two Ways." 

On the whole, Dutch students of Barnabas will find in this book a 
trustworthy and comprehensive epitome of critical opinion as to that 
epistle, with a well-considered independent opinion upon the critical 
questions centering in it. 

Edgar J. Goodspeed. 

The University of Chicago. 

Antilegomena : Die Reste der ausserkanonischen Evangelien und 
urchristlichen Ueberlieferungen. Herausgegeben und iibersetzt 
von Erwin Preuschen. Giessen : Ricker, 1901. Pp. vi + 
175. M. 3. 

The editor of this collection is best known as Harnack's collabo- 
rator in Die Geschichte der altchristlichen Litteratur, and thus stands at 
a focal point in present-day patristic study. If this new work of his 
occasion surprise, it will be that he should turn even so little aside 
from that great undertaking to issue so unambitious a book as this. 
Yet in doing so he has performed a very real service to students of the 
apocryphal gospels. Other such collections there have been, notably 
those of Hilgenfeld and Nestle, but since the latest of these (1896) the 



